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of teaching the sciences and the arts, languages, morals
and piety. But it will be better to pass at once to a
sketch of the arrangements of the reformed school He
contemplates when his system is complete the entire
banishment of heathen writers from his curriculum. For
discipline he adduces the example of the sun, which gives
us light and warmth always, rain and wind often, thunder
and lightning seldom. Comenius establishes four classes
of schools: ft) the mother's* school in every house ; (2)
the national school in every parish; (3) the gymnasium
in every large town; (4) the university in every country
or large province. In the lower grade of schools things
are to be taught generally and in outline, and in the
higher schools more in detail and more completely. The
mother's school is to cultivate the external senses; the
national school, the internal senses, imagination and me-
mory, hand and tongue; the gymnasium, understanding
and judgment; the university, the will. All children of
both sexes are to attend the two first schools; the
gymnasium is for those who are not destined for manual
employment; the university is to train the future teachers
and leaders of the commufiity.
The mother's school is to teach the first beginnings of
many things, things quite simple in themselves which we
are accustomed to call by very hard names. A child in
its earliest infancy will learn the simplest notions of
metaphysics in the ideas, something, nothing, it is, it is
not, where, when, like, and unlike; of physics, in the
knowledge of water, earth, air, fire, rain, snow, ice, stones,
iron, tree, plant, &c.; of optics, in the knowledge of light,
darkness, shadow, colour, &c.; of astronomy, in the know-
ledge of heaven, sun, moon, stars, and their daily motions.
In the same manner he will learn a little geography, chro-
nology, ^history, arithmetic, geometry, statics, mechanics,
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